The Epistle to the Romans 
Study 7
Romans 3: 21-31
21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 

22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 

30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.

There are only two kinds of religion.  One is that of man reaching unto God.  And the other is God reaching out to man.  All the world’s religions except true Christianity belong to the former kind – man reaching unto God.  The basic question of this kind of religions is: What must I DO to be saved?
The emphasis is on ‘doing’.  

1.  With reference to these statements: 

Luke 3:10, "And the people asked him (John the Baptist), saying, What shall we do then?"
Matthew 19:16, "And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?"
Acts 2:37, "Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?"
Acts 22:10, "And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do."
Acts 16:30, "And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"
What did the inquirers have in mind when it comes obtaining salvation?

2. V 21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets
As far as the Jews were concerned righteousness was obtained by ‘the deeds of the law’.  The ‘law’ in verse 21 refers to legalism which is ‘the strict, self-dependent trust in one’s own efforts to perform to the level of divine morality’.  So the Jews were practising legalism, through which they thought they had a place in heaven.
a. What did the law (Mosaic laws) and the prophets have to say about this belief?  (See Gen 15:6, Rom 4:6-8, quoting Ps 32:1&2)
b. What was the purpose of the Mosaic laws?

c. Which of the laws are we inclined to break?

3. V 22  Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 
a. What is this ‘righteousness’ of God?  Is it the righteousness referring to an attribute of God, or the righteousness received by a believer?

b. How is this righteousness received?

c. The ‘faith of Jesus Christ’ here refers to the faith of the sinner towards Christ.  What is faith?
4. Verse 23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Explain what this verse means.

5. Verse 24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 
There is this story told by SH Hadley, of the Water street Mission.  One time a boy came to his mission for help.  He was ragged looking and miserable.  He had stolen from his father and had run away from home.  In a short while he was desperately penniless.  Hadley asked him, “Why don’t you go home?”  He said, “You don’t know my father. He is a very hard man.  He will never forgive me.”  Hadley said, “Come to my mission and stay tonight.”  That night Hadley wrote a letter to the father telling him that his missing son was at the Mission and that secretly he was very sorry for what he did.

The next day a message came over the telegraph: “My boy is forgiven.  Tell him to come home.”

a. How can you use this illustration to bring out the truth that salvation is by grace through faith?
b. What is meant by the sinner’s ‘being justified freely’?

c. Explain what ‘redemption’ means.

6. Verse 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
a. God hath set forth Christ to be a propitiation through faith in His blood.  ‘Set forth’ could mean to ‘display publicly’.  Propitiation has the idea of appeasement or satisfaction.  In God’s Word it has the idea of satisfying God’s justice.  What is the very important difference between the heathenistic idea of propitiation and that of propitiation referred to in this verse?  (Think of the difference on the basis of the two kinds of religion in this world – ie whose work is it? See Gen 22:5-14,  John 1:29)
b. What is the significance when the Word of God says that it is ‘faith in His blood’ with regards to Christ’s death?

c. Many people charge God for being unjust (of being unrighteous).  For example they say: (a) Why didn’t God give Abraham the land He promised him straightaway instead of allowing his descendents to suffer 400 years in Egypt? (b)  Why did God use nations that were more wicked than the nation of Israel to punish them?  (c) Why do the good and the innocent suffer but the wicked get away and are prosperous?

Question: Based on this verse how does God “declare (demonstrate) His righteousness” when He set forth His Son to be the propitiation of our sins?  Would this one act of God more than nullify all the charges brought against Him?  (The ‘sins that are past’ could possibly refer to all the sins that were committed in OT time or could refer to all the sins that we commit in the sense that every sin we commit straightaway becomes a past sin).

7. Verse 26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
How do you relate this teaching to Psalm 85:10, "Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other."?
8. 27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.  (the law of faith …. The way of justification by faith – Matthew Henry)
It is impossible for anyone to come to God except through the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  So no one can boast that he comes to God on his own merits.
a. People boast about their morality, their knowledge and their faith.  Give examples.

b. By what law is this boasting excluded?

c. Which is more correct to say “I am saved by faith” or “I am saved by Jesus Christ”?  What is the role of faith?
9. 28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 

30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 

What conclusions should we arrive at having studied chapters 1,2 and 3 of Romans?

10. 31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.

If salvation is by faith in Christ, do we nullify faith?  The answer is ‘God forbid’.. a big ‘No’! Paul says rather, “We establish the law.”  ‘As far as salvation is concerned, the gospel does not replace the law; because the law was never a means of salvation.  The law was given to show the perfect standards of God’s righteousness and to show that those standards are impossible to meet in man’s own power.  The purpose was to drive men to faith in God.’ – MacArthur.  When the Lord preached His sermon on the mount it was very evident that no one and no one could every reach God’s standard.  So how does the cross establish or confirm the law?
Think along these lines:

a. Payment of the penalty for sin
b. Fulfilling the purpose of the law as a ‘school master’?  Gal 3:24)

c. Providing believers the ability to fulfil the law.
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